Boetttnt, 


TVe comcAil HiWoYte oj 
■ ...rkes niy life, his reafon well /know} 
i ov£ dciiuerd Horn his forfeyeures 
many that haue at times made mone to me, 
therefore he hates me. 

Z>at. I am fare the Duke will ncuer grant 
this forfaiture to hold. 

±/(n. The Duke cannot denie the courfc of law I 
for the com module that ftrangers haue 
vvith vs in Venice, if it be denyed, 
will much impeach the iuflice of the ftafe, 
fince that the trade and profit of the citty 
confiftffh of all Nations. Therefore goe, 
thefe griefes and lofics haue fo bated trie 
that /lhall hardly fpare a pound of flefh 
to morrow, to my bloody Creditor. 

Well /aylor on., pray God Bafanio come 
tc fee me pay his debt, and then / care not. 

Enter Portia, Nsrrijpt, LrfettKo, JeJJtca, and a 
man oiTertkf. 

Lor. Maddam, although 1 fpeake it in your prefence, 
you haue a noble and a true conecitc 
of god-like aroitic, which appearcs rnoft ftrongly 
in bearing thus the abfence of your Lord. 

But if you knew to whom you fliow this honour 
how true a gentleman you fend relcefe, 
how decre alouer of my Lord your husband, 

! know you would be prouder of the works 
tlien cuftomaric bountie can enforce you. 

Tor, I neuer did repent for docing good, 
nor Ihall not now t for in compasiions 
that doe conuetfe and waft the time together, 

' vvhofc foules doc beare an egall yoke ofloye, 
there muft be needes alike proportion 
of lyniaments, ofmanners, and of fpirit 5 
which makes me thinke that this iAntkoxk 
beeing the boforoe louer of my Lord, 
muft needes be like my Lord. If it be fo, 



" v • the Merchant of Fence, 

How little is the coft I haue beftowed 
in purchafing the femblance of my foule \ 

Frcim out the ftatc of helliflx cruelty, 

This comes too neere the praifing of my fclfe, 

Thcrefbreno more ofit : hcere other things 
Lorenfo I commit info your hands, 

The husbandry and manna^e of my houfc, 

Vntill my Lords rcturnc : for mine owne part 
I haue toward heauen breath’d a fecret vowe. 

To liuc in prayer and contemplation, 

Onely attended by ?{jrrtffa heere, 

Vntill her husband and my Lords rcturnc, 

There is a Monaftry two miles off, * 

And there wc will abide. I doe defire you / 

not to denie thisimpofition, 

the which roy louc and feme ncccfficy 

cow Jaycs vpon you. 

Lorenf. Madame, with all my hart, 

I (ball obey you in all faire eommaunds. 

Par, My people doe already know my mind, 

And will acknowledge you and Jejpca 
in place of Lord 2 tyjfutio and my felfe. 

So far you well til! we (hall meetc againe. 

Lor. Faire thoughts and happy houres at tend on you, 

JeJJi. / wi(h your Ladifhip all harts content. 

Tor. I thank you for your wifti, and am well pleafd 
to wilhit back on you : far you well jt/pca. Sxtmt, 

Now Tialth&fer, as I haue euer found thee honeft true, 

So fet me find thee ftill : take this lame letter, 
and vfe thou all th’indeuour of a man, 

In fpeede to Mantua , fee thou render this 
into my cofin hands Doctor Telario, 

And looke what notes and garments htdoth glue thee, 
bring them /pray thee with imagin’d fpeede 
vnfo the Traneft, to the common Ferric 
which trades to Venice * waft no time in words 
but gef thee gone, I fiiail be there before thee. 

G. 


Baithu, 






